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ANNE’S ANECDOTES
“Flowers are like friends; they bring color to your world” - unknown
Flowers have truly been part of our world this last few months.
What a colorful spring and summer it has been. Hot on the heels of
our successful Art in Bloom/Flowers in Art at the Memorial Art Gallery
we had another equally successful event with our District Flower
Show at Sonnenberg Gardens.
It is such a pleasure to see all our members and the public taking the time to come out
and show their support for 7th District. A lot of hard work goes into these events behind the
scenes and I truly thank our Judges Council and everyone else who stepped up and helped
show our community the beauty of flowers.
I attended the FGCNYS Conference and Symposium in Poughkeepsie in June and came
home with a number of awards and citations for our clubs, most of them will be handed out
at our Semi-Annual Meeting in November. It’s always nice to meet the other Directors from
around the State and we enjoyed some good times while sharing our ideas. There was a trip
to the Roosevelt Mansion and Val-Kill but the highlight for me was a wonderful luncheon
served by the hard working students at the Culinary Institute in Hyde Park. Each course was
beautifully highlighted with edible flowers and the blueberry compote with honey-thyme ice
cream was a fitting ending. What a treat that was and such a beautiful campus.
Summer isn’t quite over yet, many flowers are still in bloom despite our very hot summer
and lack of rain so long may they continue to color our world.
Anne Johnston, September, 2022.

2023 Civic Beautification Grants
Now is the time to plan a new Civic Beautification project for your community. The 7th district will provide a
competitive grant of $2345 to be divided among selected garden clubs in our district. The project should be
started and completed in 2023. In October, 2022, Club Presidents will receive a flyer with application details.
Applications including plans, photos, and budget are due by February 1, 2023.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Kathy Valenti, Chairman, Civic Beautification Grants
750-9509 or kathyavalenti@gmail.com
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World Gardening
As you probably have seen in the news, you know of the tremendous drought experienced throughout the world. At
Lake Mead and Lake Powell they are at record breaking low levels. Lake Powell is near the Navajo reservation. So,
areas that are normally dry are so much worse. If it does rain, it is a monsoon and because the ground is so hard,
the muddy water just runs off and doesn’t soak in. The Dig Deep organization desperately needs our help to bring
clean, fresh water to the Navajo people of Utah, Arizona and New Mexico.
In South Sudan, the rain is in the northeastern part of South Sudan and not near Wau, where the Water for South
Sudan group operates. As Lynn Malooly, the Executive Director said, “The people hurt the most by Climate Change,
had nothing to do with causing the change.” They are still struggling to survive in a drought ridden area of Africa.
They too need our help desperately. So, if you have funds leftover from your summer plant sales or fundraisers,
think about giving to World Gardening. The World Gardening form will be sent out again this week to club presidents. Thank you for your help.
Janet Lockhart, 7th District World Gardening Rep

Vision of Beauty calendars have arrived and will be for sale at the Meet and Greet on Sept 6th. $12 cash or
check.
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Worthy Projects You’ve Never Heard About
Many of us belong to Book clubs and if yours is like mine we talk about all kinds of things like what is going on
in our lives and the neighborhood. Two of the six members are teachers. One is an avid promoter of outdoor
activities and gardening. She told us about an organization called Donors Choose. Teachers who need funding
to pursue projects publish details of their projects. My book club member/teacher wanted to create an outdoor
classroom. She sourced many things needed like plants from people like me. But she only needed a few hundred dollars for tools. She has reached her goal with only 6 donors. I looked at other projects on their website
that involved gardening and found one in Newark High School for developing a community garden. Dead line
has passed and I don’t think their goal was met.
There are many other opportunities to help out that don’t involve gardening. Clubs looking for a worthy local
project that just involves monetary donations, however small, should check out the needs in their area. One
project I read about was from a teacher in our area that wanted to provide flexible seating for fidgety first graders. Maybe your club would consider helping a teacher in your area. Check it out. https://
www.donorschoose.org
Thanks for reading and considering this opportunity.
Carolyn Ragan, Secretary, Creative Gardeners of Penfield

IMPORTANT NEW INFORMATION ABOUT
Sandy Ebberts, herald editor has a new

CALENDAR SALES

e-mail slebberts@rochester.rr.com
There has been a $4 increase in the wholesale price of
the Vision of Beauty calendars this year. To reflect this
increase, we must increase our sale price from $8 to
$12. This most likely will mean a substantial decrease
in sales and profit for 7th District.
In order to continue selling calendars, this year we
have decided to use a hybrid approach:
.*. We will have calendars available for direct sales at
district luncheons and MCM meetings. Cash or check
only.

.* We will also take orders as usual from the
clubs. The order blanks will be sent directly to the
club Presidents
Hopefully each club will purchase at least one calendar. In past years some clubs have purchased calendars as a "thinking of you" gift to members who can
no longer attend meetings. One club purchased a calendar and raffled it off at a meeting as a fundraiser. A
calendar could be used as a club gift to someone who
has helped your club in some way. Think creatively
about how useful a calendar could be to your club and
support this fundraiser...please!

DEADLINES FOR THE HERALD

Summer Issue

July, August, September

June 1

Fall Issue

Oct., Nov., Dec.,

September 1

Winter Issue

Jan., Feb., March

December 1

Spring Issue

April, May, June

March 1

ADVERTISING
2 1/4 X 4” (vertical only) Garden Club . . . $25.per issue

Others….$30. per issue

4”x 4” (Quarter page)
issue

Garden Club …. $45.per issue

Others…. $50. per

5” x 7” (Half Page)

Garden Club…. $85.per issue

Others...$100 per issue

7” x 9” (Full Page)
issue

Garden Club ….$125.per issue

Others …$125. per

All District Garden Clubs are entitled to a free 2 line event announcement in the
Herald Calendar. Any additional information will require an ad.
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Environmental Report

SCARY!! I read today that by 2050 the coffee plant will be extinct! NOW THIS IS GETTING SERIOUS!
Friends of the Earth’s latest Bee-Friendly Retailer Scorecard ranks 25 of the largest U.S. grocery retailers on pesticides and pollinator protection in their food and beverage supply
chains.
Whole Foods Market and Walmart have taken the top spots on the latest Bee-Friendly Retailer Scorecard, ten retailers
improved their scores since last year.
In first place, Giant Eagle is the only major U.S. food retailer to make a timebound commitment toward reducing pesticide use to protect pollinators. The company’s pollinator health policy aims to eliminate the use of nitroguanidine
neonicotinoids — banned in the European Union since 2018 but still permitted in the United States — from its produce
supply chain by 2025. This year, four more companies, Walmart, Meijer, Target and Dollar Tree, implemented new
pollinator health policies that encourage suppliers to eliminate or reduce the use of neonicotinoids, making 10 in total
since 2018. Research cited that U.S. agriculture has become 48 times more toxic to bees and other beneficial insects
since neonicotinoids were introduced in the 1990s.
Americans are more aware of how brittle the food systems that support us are than ever before. From climate change
to biodiversity loss, threats are piling up that could one day lead to bare shelves at the grocery store. Science has clearly shown that when pollinators disappear, food disappears, so we are counting on our food retailers to lead the way
and protect the small but mighty pollinators that their supply chains depend on.
Food retailers can use their economic power to transform the food system. Together, the 25 evaluated companies
controlled $1.65 trillion in food and beverage sales in 2020.
Seventy-four percent of Americans believe that grocery stores should back efforts to protect pollinators, according to
new polling from You.Gov. Further, 83% of customers believe it’s important to eliminate pesticides that are harmful to
pollinators.
This year, Walmart and Giant Eagle also revealed timebound commitments to expand ecological farming practices
known as integrated pest management (IPM) in their produce supply chains, with the aim of reducing overall use of
toxic pesticides. Both grocers will require all produce suppliers to become certified for IPM practices by 2025 through a
vetted list of third-party certifications. Just two companies — Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s — have met the organization’s request to expand organic offerings to 15% of overall sales by 2025. Dollar Tree committed to eliminate the use
of nitroguanidine neonicotinoids and glyphosate in its flower supply chain by 2024.
Anne
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Section Reports
Section I —
Conesus Lake Garden Club has been busy watering their gardens at both Vitale Park and Camp Stella Maris. Julie BrocklehurstWoods gave a great presentation on Native Plants in June. In July we visited the gorgeous “backyard” of Tim Boebell in Bloomfield to see his incredible collection of over 400 varieties of hydrangeas. In August we celebrated all of our hard work with our
annual “Beginnings and Endings” dinner at the lovely Conesus lakefront home of longtime member Geri Gobeli.
Geneseo Garden Club presented John Rutigliano and Boy Scout troop 4070 the annual environmental award on June 12th, for
their work to educate scouts and community members about conservation and sustainability. The club had a booth at the
Conesus Lake Association Arts and Crafts show. Funds raised will help support our work at 10 garden sites throughout Geneseo.
The club has been enjoying the nice weather with a talk from wildlife specialist Tim Brown, tours of Sonnenberg Gardens and Mt
Hope Cemetery and is looking forward to touring a brewery and winery this fall.
Perry Garden Club had six members teach a flower arranging class to 15 people as part of The Silver Lake Experience at Silver
Lake in August. Club member Kathy Lewis won a Blue Ribbon “Best in Show” at the Wyoming County Fair for her flower arrangement. Garden club member Amy Knapp will be celebrating her 100th birthday on September 01, 2022.

Section 2—
Iroquois Garden Club - 4 members served as clerks at the June Flower show. Following the show, they enjoyed a lunch on the
mansion deck.
Weather or Not Garden Club - members attended the Flower Show in June. They continue to maintain the garden at the
Irondequoit Town Hall.

Section 3

Submitted by Katie Amato

Lakeshore Garden Club: Co president Pat Butts reports that Lakeshore members have had luncheon outings this summer and
continue to care for one of the gardens at the Greece Historical Society.
Lakeview Garden Club has enjoyed Garden Tours this summer. In June, we toured the lovely extensive conifer gardens of Jerry
and Karen Kral on Winton Road. This city property is greater than a double wide lot and it is easy to get ‘lost’ in it. Years ago,
this property which Jerry claims has the best possible garden soil was once a nursery, growing and sending plants via the Erie
Canal to all parts West. The Kral gardens abound with many unusual and rare plants, trees, shrubs and colorful garden art. It is
a fascinating garden which could be enjoyed multiple times to appreciate all that is there. In August, we spent an evening with
Nellie Gardner at her Spencerport Garden “Flower Fields” we toured her cutting gardens and had a demonstration of bouquet
making. Nellie offers many classes and workshops which are also available on the internet. We have been fortunate to have 3
visitors to our tours and hope that they will want to join our Club.
Lakeview and Lakeshore continue to care for 3 of the gardens at the Greece Historical Society despite many obstacles from construction at the Town Campus. It has been a challenge but the Clubs have risen to the challenge to do garden maintenance.
Woodside Garden Club President Ann Gatesman from reports that Woodside has not as of yet been successful convening their
group.
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Section Reports Continued
Section IV— No Report

Section VI — Allyn's Creek Garden Club:

Annual Meeting and Lunch in June at a member's home on Canandaigua Lake, brunch

for Board Members at the home of club president. Participated in the Federated Garden Show in June and won 4 Blue, 1 2nd, 1, 3rd
Ribbons. Michele Bushner won Design Excellence and Tri-Color Award. Had work days at Blue Garden in Sonnenberg Garden to prepare for Art in Garden Event as well as planting boxwoods at George Eastman Museum.

Rochester Garden Club enjoyed the annual summer garden party at Genesee Valley Club in June. Mary Corcoran and her Flower Design committee provided arrangements. Suzy Spencer attended the 2022 annual Blocks in Bloom tour in July. RGC members helped
other 7th District clubs to weed, prepare and plant 3,000 boxwoods at George Eastman Museum Townson terrace Garden designed
by Alling DeForest.

Section VII
Sonnenberg Garden Club - President Sarah Dobbs has reported that the Sonnenberg GC had a busy and successful summer .In June
the District held it's Flower Show at Sonnenberg Gardens. Our Garden Club members helped set up and clean up. Many members
entered designs and Horticulture. A lot of our members served on the committees and three judged the show. Approximately 389
people entered Sonnenberg on the day of the show. Alexis Datta, Retired Head Gardener at Sissinghurst Castle Gardens in Kent England, gave a presentation about the gardens at the Garden Club fundraiser in July. The presentation was well received and everyone
enjoyed tea and scones afterward. The August meeting was a field trip to Tim Boebel's private hydrangea gardens at his home. The
Gardens were outstanding. Three members of the Sonnenberg Garden Club entered flower designs in the Flower Show at the NYS
Fair at the end of August and all three designers received blue ribbons. President Sarah Dobbs design not only won a blue ribbon but
her beautiful design was awarded the very prestigious "Designers Choice Award". In addition to monthly club meeting our club
members garden at the Sonnenberg Gardens once a week and several members do the floral arrangements on a weekly basis.

Bloomfield Garden Club - President Jeanette Zavislan had reported that the Bloomfield GC had another very successful May Plant
sale. We sold annuals that we purchased for sale and also perennials that our members dug up from their own gardens. We also
planted flowers around the village as part of our Geranium Planting Project, as well as planting the Village Garden Carts. Our members enjoyed a June visit to Vitale Park in Lakeville at the north end of Conesus Lake for a meeting, BYO picnic and wandering the
beautiful gardens. In July we went to Emily Webster's Garden in Victor and marveled at her gardens and Garden Art. In August an
informal group of members headed to Buffalo Botanical Gardens to take in the Coleus & Creatures exhibit, lunch was a picnic in the
gardens followed by a tour of the overwhelming "Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica, which is just a block away.

Victor Garden Club - Presidents Liama Beck and Mary Duprey have also announced that the Victor GC has been very busy this summer. In June the club visited Sonnenberg Garden and Mansion where Exec Director Dave Hutchins gave a presentation on the Japanese Garden and the Rocket Garden. In July, members made floral arrangements in coffee mugs, using materials from their own
gardens. The "Cups of Cheer" were then delivered to the Legacy in Victor. In August the members took a field trip to visit the Garden of Gordy Benoit. He very enthusiastically demonstrated "Square Foot Gardening". It was a great learning experience.
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Section Reports Continued
Section VIII
Creative Gardeners of Penfield: Cindy Taylor. This year marks the 53rd Anniversary of our garden club. In 1987 we became a Federated club. June was a busy month. We held our annual “Plant & Garden related Sale” at the beginning of the month. We had our
last meeting mid-June by touring a beautiful residential garden on Shoecraft Rd. in Webster, followed by lunch at Jeremiah’s in Penfield. Some of us attended the fabulous 7th District Flower Show, “Welcome to the Farm.” Our club continues to create a floral arrangement weekly July through August to the Penfield Public Library. We do not meet in July & August.
Fairport Garden Club: Charlene McFee. In June we had our annual potluck supper and planning meeting at a member’s home. Two
members of our club volunteered as clerks at the 7th District Flower Show, “Welcome to the Farm” at Sonnenberg Gardens. After
the judging, many garden club members joined in for a wonderful afternoon marveling at the talent and beauty on display at the
Flower Show. In July members of our club toured Jerry Kral’s garden in the early evening, catching that low summer light just right.
Over the summer, we were hard at work maintaining the Fairport GC Memorial Garden at Perinton Park. In August our new member Pat Bartholomew led us in a flower pounding workshop. We turned plain muslin into wall hangings and pillow covers, with
beautiful designs made from various flowers and greenery. We continue to maintain the large planter in the lobby of the Johanna
Perrin Middle School, which is a year-round activity. New members: Pat Bartholomew & Cathie Rainwater.
Four Seasons Garden Club: Ellen Reynolds. Four Seasons Garden Club does not meet formally during the summer months. In June
we toured the amazing gardens at the home of Jerry Kral on Winton Road. The club continues to maintain the gardens at the Welcome to Fairport signs on East and West Church Street as well as the sign at the entrance to the Mount Pleasant cemetery on Summit St. From June – August club members volunteer their time on the second Monday of the month to help maintain the gardens
at the Ronald McDonald House.
Greenbrier Garden Club: Elaina Ginsberg. Greenbrier’s June meeting was at Karen Schneider’s home, which she calls “Walks at the
Woodlands” with her focus being on edible and medicinal plants from her yard. We do not meet in July and August.
Landing Rock Garden Club: Nancy Hulse. Landing Rock had a successful plant sale in June as well as a picnic at a local park. In July
we visited the Lamberton Conservatory and the two gardens we care for at the Rochester Museum and Science Center. We do not
meet in August.

Section IX Christine Brightman, Chairman Section IX
Macedon Garden Club - No Report
The Newark Garden Club is using the summer for garden maintenance particularly on the Club's "Memorial Garden" on the bank of
the Erie Canal at the Port of Newark. We have no scheduled meetings in July or August.
Sodus Garden Club - No Report

Compared to gardeners, I think it is generally agreed that others
Understand very little about anything of consequences

Henry Mitchell
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Section Reports Continued
Section X
Country Gardeners of Webster - In May, Club members traveled to Mertensia Park in Farmington to take in the beautiful
bluebells which grow alongside Mud Creek each spring. It was a fairy land of bright blue flowers! We hear that these Virginia
Bluebells have been in the area since the 1500s. We ate our lunches while enjoying each other’s company in this peaceful and
secluded park. June was our Annual Meeting which was held again this year at the Webster Arboretum. We enjoyed a delightful dinner prepared by two of our very talented members, Alana Miller and Elaine McGrady, while enjoying Alana’s creative charcuterie board centerpieces. And just for the fun of it, members brought objects that they repurposed into gardening
containers to swap! Fun was had by all! In August, we visited Nancy Marrer’s gardens in Penfield. Nancy uses permaculture
principles in her gardens. She gave our club a tour of her gardens showing us the steps to start a new garden and explaining
how the established gardens interacted using permaculture principles.
Town of Ontario Garden Club – June’s meeting was held at the Sodus Bay Town Hall, followed by a tour of the lighthouse.
Afterward, the members had lunch at the Sodus Heights Country Club. We had several members who entered their designs in
the “Welcome to the Farm” flower show. Several awards were won. Mary Mattice won the Arboreal Award in honor of Nancy
Schopf for her “Diablo” Nine Bark. A Victorian Tea was held at the Heritage Square Museum on August 20 th to benefit the
Pines of Peace Hospice House. Members of our club demonstrated flower arrangements depicting that time period.
Klemwood Garden Club - In June, the club members met at the home of our founding member, Thelma Everett. Thelma had
created a seasonal craft item that would be delightfully displayed in the kitchen. Each member created the craft and took it
home with them. Plans for the baskets and centerpieces for the 2023 Annual Meeting were discussed during the business
meeting. Discussion occurred regarding the “Welcome to the Farm” Flower Show. Some club members were to participate.
The club enjoyed their annual summer picnic in July at the pavilion near the Webster Arboretum. During the business
meeting, Sandy Happ, Barb Veomett and Donna Shayder were congratulated for winning awards at the June Flower Show.
The themes for the centerpieces and the raffle baskets for the Annual Meeting in 2023 were finalized. In August, club members toured the dahlia gardens of Gates Garden Club member Angie Marciangelo. The members were delighted by the variety
of dahlias, Angie’s irrigation systems, the variety and size of the metal garden artworks, and her dedication and knowledge
about this flower variety. Following the tour, club members were invited by Angie to hold their business meeting in her
home. Angie sent each attendee home with a small vase of dahlias that were freshly picked from her garden.
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